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Presidents Message  
By David Wolff 

 

March is coming. This brings us to one of the days directed toward a semi-holiday affecting all of us who have possible 

ancestors from Ireland. Yes, I’m talking about St. Patrick’s Day on the 17th, also happens to be the date of our Society’s 

meeting. The Board has a treat for the members at this meeting. As we have done for a number of years, we are going to have 

a Souper Supper for all of our members. Please be at the church at 6:00 O’CLOCK so we can sit and enjoy our soup and 

good conversation before the meeting at 7:00. 

 

March Program 

By Vicky Wolff 

We will have a very different General Meeting.  It will be a catered Souper Supper with an Irish St. Patrick’s theme in 

recognition of the high number of Irish heritage members of our society.  A fun relaxed gathering for our members to break 

out from under the doom and gloom of the pandemic.  Break out your Irish green and join us for genealogical fellowship!.

Genealogy Writing Group 

By Joann McDonald 

The Writing group has starting up again.  We meet on Thursday at 10:00 A.M. at the home of Joann MacDonald.  Hope to 

get the group started again.  Group started in June of 2004 after Millie and I attended NGS conference in Sacramento. 

Please bring a piece of writing to share and extra copies.  Piece of writing can be about an ancestor, an object from your 

family…what ever you care to write about.  I plan to write something about my mother’s cup she received when she was 

baptized.. 

Joann can be contacted at JMastergardener@aol.com for more information.   

 

STANISLAUS     RESEARCHER 
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6:00 P.M.  Catered Soupper Supper 

 

NOTE 6:00 PM Time!  Dress Irish 
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https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZjJlNDQ3Y2EtN2NjYi00YTFhLWEyMzQtNjgzMzY4Y2E1Y2U4IiwidCI6ImU3M2I3N2Q4LTNkYmQtN

GQ0ZS04ZDgyLWYzMTUzNjcwMzU2ZCJ9&pageName=ReportSection

 

Stanislaus County Library Downtown Modesto 
by Jackie Niemeyer  

 

 

 
Whether you are a beginner and need help getting started or have hit a brick wall in your research come see us.  We have a 

great selection of genealogy materials along with volunteers to help you.   The library also has free wi-fi available.  Come 

check us out! 

 

Also Jackie could use some volunteer assistance! 

 

Jackie Niemeyer jackie.niemeyer@prodigy.net 

 
 
 
 
 
Irish Genealogy Resources 
 
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/free-irish-genealogy-records-st-patricks-day-
2019/ 

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZjJlNDQ3Y2EtN2NjYi00YTFhLWEyMzQtNjgzMzY4Y2E1Y2U4IiwidCI6ImU3M2I3N2Q4LTNkYmQtNGQ0ZS04ZDgyLWYzMTUzNjcwMzU2ZCJ9&pageName=ReportSection
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZjJlNDQ3Y2EtN2NjYi00YTFhLWEyMzQtNjgzMzY4Y2E1Y2U4IiwidCI6ImU3M2I3N2Q4LTNkYmQtNGQ0ZS04ZDgyLWYzMTUzNjcwMzU2ZCJ9&pageName=ReportSection
mailto:jackie.niemeyer@prodigy.net
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/free-irish-genealogy-records-st-patricks-day-2019/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/free-irish-genealogy-records-st-patricks-day-2019/
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Who Was St. Patrick? Why Do We Celebrate St. Patrick's Day? 
From www.almanac.com January 05, 2022 

 

Saint Patrick’s Day is Thursday, March 17! Who was Saint Patrick? Why are shamrocks a symbol of this day? Enjoy St. 

Patrick’s Day history, legends, and lore. 

 

When Is St. Patrick’s Day? 

St. Patrick’s Day is officially observed on March 17 each year, though celebrations may not be limited to this date. The 

significance of March 17 is that it’s said to be the date of St. Patrick’s death in the late 5th century (circa A.D. 493). 

 

Who Was St. Patrick? Was He a Real Person? 

Saint Patrick is the patron saint and national apostle of Ireland. He is credited with successfully spreading Christianity 

throughout Ireland—hence the Christian celebration of his life and name. 

 

Was There Really a St. Patrick? 

Definitely. However, there are many legends about him that mix with the truth. Did he play a large role in spreading 

Christianity to Ireland? Yes, absolutely. Did he really drive all the snakes out of Ireland? Probably not, since snakes weren’t 

native to Ireland to begin with! 

 

In any case, St. Patrick’s impact was significant enough to warrant our modern-day celebrations. Here’s a bit about St. 

Patrick himself. 

 

A Young St. Patrick Finds God 

The man who would eventually become St. Patrick was born in Britain (part of the Roman Empire at the time) as Maewyn 

Succat in the late 4th century. His family was Christian, but it’s said that Maewyn himself was an atheist throughout his 

childhood. 

 

That would change at age 16 (around A.D. 400), when Maewyn was kidnapped from his home on the west coast of Britain by 

Irish pirates, who proceeded to carry him off to Ireland and force him to work as a shepherd herding sheep. After six years, 

he escaped his captors, walking nearly 200 miles through the Irish landscape and convincing a ship to carry him with them 

back to Britain. This harrowing experience certainly had an effect on Maewyn, who was convinced it was the Lord who 

protected him and delivered him safely home. 

 

St. Patrick Spreads the Gospel 

Upon returning home, Maewyn received his call (in a dream) to preach the Gospel—in Ireland, of all places! He spent the 

next 15 or so years in a monastery in Britain, preparing for his missionary work. When he became a priest, his name was 

changed to Patricius, and he returned to the land of his captors to begin his teachings. 
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Although some Christians already lived in Ireland at the time, the country was largely pagan, so spreading a foreign religion 

was not an easy task. Patricius traveled from village to village to share the teachings of the Lord, and was successful enough 

to eventually found many churches there. 

 

Why Is the Shamrock Associated With St. Patrick’s Day? 

We wear a shamrock on St. Patrick’s Day because, legend says, St. Patrick used its three leaves to explain the Holy Trinity in 

his teachings. (The Trinity is the Father, the Son, and the Spirit as three divine persons who are one divine being [God].) The 

truth of the St. Patrick legend, however, is in question, as there is no direct record that the saint actually used the shamrock as 

a teaching tool. 

 

Note: The symbol of St. Patrick is a three-leaf shamrock, not a four-leaf clover. However, long before the shamrock became 

associated with St. Patrick’s Day, the four-leaf clover was regarded by ancient Celts as a charm against evil spirits. In the 

early 1900s, O. H. Benson, an Iowa school superintendent, came up with the idea of using a clover as the emblem for a newly 

founded agricultural club for children in his area. In 1911, the four-leaf clover was chosen as the emblem for the national club 

program, later named 4-H. 

 

https://www.almanac.com/content/st-patricks-day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level-up your family history skills all year long.  |  View in browser 

  

 

  

 

 

  
 

    

 

  

 

  

Join people from around the world at the largest online celebration of family, culture, 
and heritage—live online starting March 3, 2022, at rootstech.org.  

We're only 2 weeks away from the start of RootsTech, and we can't wait to share with 
you everything that's going on. From inspirational keynote speakers to hundreds of on-
demand classes and a cutting-edge virtual expo hall, RootsTech will be one virtual 
event you won't want to miss.   

Meet all the keynote speakers for RootsTech 2022!  
 

  

https://www.almanac.com/content/st-patricks-day
https://lp.comeuntochrist.org/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwKgOxUZN1XIBlobzsGsRFG7f_dDGxxvI8HcJJxi3UiSSlvZAsnTt6zrSDun_xRppHlS4FVISsy6lhmwDrgoFZ3B3s24AjVi-QmjScj5zDg&md_id=22382
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegv14y_Pgyn9UoafgFeS1WcIOrixbUotiQXb3p0-ZRd9TCYthTdqzacBDbi9B53rj0uZU=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegv14y_Pgyn9UoafgFeS1WcIOrixbUotiQXb3p0-ZRd9TCYthTdqzacBDbi9B53rj0uZU=
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Thais Pacholek  

 

   

  

 

 

 

Matthew Modine  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Molly Yeh  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Azumah Nelson  

 

   

  

 

 

 

Apollonia Poilane  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Diego Torres  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

Meet Thais Meet Matthew Meet Molly 

Meet Azumah Meet Apollonia Meet Diego 

https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwIYoO78KbI2fu_spatmsph47fWv_zmX4n0Fvy0wvtLPGRDLVAuEJzT5FZz744eeTPMc=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwM9Gl_G5SO7afg7DOpUjR8Zb20pZ9OEEwP3MxDiqI7khjKhqHIQLNoswcgPc_YKrSGE=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegvwTW_-1eyTJKYE_hZCKmLP9j78S61_00c5BvN8PSC4U1_8626m3XUlpUfJTU-00bti8=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegv36Nbf0jObaLcZHQ6YoB9yVP6WwlohGzh3GTlpCs7CG3iKlQi99YqolPIVxtyDWviyo=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwGNxV0nle33wJEjBoJvuTza8_HSr4EzwW2aAbm70hOQRsH2cMF1KcGH6XG3P1GT-EoU=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwK2pGHDP38AbcNOkW9eUNo0Rb-op6hH6q8xB9neks6ebRop6zCj5noyzmgm-ZAEsM8s=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwIYoO78KbI2fu_spatmsph47fWv_zmX4n0Fvy0wvtLPGRDLVAuEJzT5FZz744eeTPMc=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwM9Gl_G5SO7afg7DOpUjR8Zb20pZ9OEEwP3MxDiqI7khjKhqHIQLNoswcgPc_YKrSGE=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegvwTW_-1eyTJKYE_hZCKmLP9j78S61_00c5BvN8PSC4U1_8626m3XUlpUfJTU-00bti8=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegv36Nbf0jObaLcZHQ6YoB9yVP6WwlohGzh3GTlpCs7CG3iKlQi99YqolPIVxtyDWviyo=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwGNxV0nle33wJEjBoJvuTza8_HSr4EzwW2aAbm70hOQRsH2cMF1KcGH6XG3P1GT-EoU=
https://em.familysearch.org/NTc4LVRUWC04NzQAAAGCpoegwK2pGHDP38AbcNOkW9eUNo0Rb-op6hH6q8xB9neks6ebRop6zCj5noyzmgm-ZAEsM8s=
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Photo Captures from our February 17th GSSC General Meeting 

 

      

 

Our Newest Members Robert & Karen Bennett                A wee bit of Vicky Wolff’s Black History presentation 

 

 

 

 

                  Roxanne Ferrari & Julie Condrin 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      Pam Atherstone 

Photos by Hlhennig 





2022 GSSC Fundraising Calendar 
 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 
Happy New Year! Happy Valentines Happy St. Patrick’s Happy Easter! 

  Day! Day!  
Jan. 10-29  Mar. 10-30   
Valentines candy  Easter See’s candy.  
    sales - See’s.  Mid Mar.    
      Burger Day.  
   Begin cookbook  Continue -  
     recipe collection.   recipe collection. 

May Jun. Jul. Aug. 
Happy Mother’s Happy Father’s Vacation - Summer Activities! 

Day! Day! month off  
Mid May     Aug. 1-31 Intro to 
   Pizza Day.       Roda cutlery  
Continue -  Assemble cookbook     & kitchen items. 
    recipe collection.      Assemble cookbk. 

Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
Fall Fun! Happy Halloween! Happy Merry 

   Thanksgiving! Christmas! 
Sep. 1-30  Oct. 1-31 Nov. 1  - Dec.4 
    Roda cutlery    Wreath sales.  Duarte poinsettia  Dec. 5 - Delivery 
    & kitchen sales.    Roda cutlery -     sales.    poinsettias. 
Cookbook sales        sales cont.’   
 Mid Oct. - Panda   
    Express Day. End Nov. - See’s  
 Mid Oct. – See’s     Christmas ends.  
    Christmas sales. Mid. Nov. - End of  
 Cookbook sales     cookbook sales.  
    continue.   

Note: Company: To our org.:  
All year activities.  Amazon Smile  % of purchase   
All year store.  See’s  % of purchase   

 

** All dates are subject to change and will be confirmed as the event approaches. 
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Membership Information  Dues:  Single membership, $25.00 per year   Family membership, $35.00 per year   

Stanislaus Researcher   Published 10 times per year by Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County, P. O. Box 

1352, Modesto, CA    95352-1352.  Delivered via email.    

                                           Submit articles for publication to the editor via email: lruddick@ix.netcom.com               
 

   

2022 Officers   2022 Standing Committee Chairs   

President   David Wolff Four Generation Charts   Vacant 

1st Vice President   Vicky Wolff   Fundraisers   Committee Chairs   

2nd Vice President   Jackie Niemeyer   Historian     Valyrie Jevert   

Secretary   Pam Atherstone   Membership   Maybelle Allen   

Treasurer   Roxie Ferrari   Newsletter & Webpage Lewis M. Ruddick   

Director at Large 1   Vacant Publicity   Vicky Wolff  

Director at Large 2   Julie Condrin Queries   Colleen Norby   

Director at Large 3   Judy Byrne  Refreshments   Tom & Judy Byrne   

Director at Large 4   Karen Souza   Registrar   Dorothy Winke   

Director at Large 5   Vacant Research & Publication   Millie Starr   

Past President   Beverly Graham Research Trips   Vacant   

      Research Salt Lake City   Vacant 

      Resources   Vicky Wolff   

      Special Collections Room   Jackie Niemeyer   

      Social Media   Pam Atherstone  

      Sunshine   Karen Souza   
Updated 22 Feb 2022    

We have 72 members for 2022                                                                     website  GSSC 

           

 by the 15th of each month.   

     

Address changes:   Send address, email and phone number changes to Maybelle Allen at:   

   US Mail:  Maybelle Allen c/o GSSC, P. O. Box 1352, Modesto, CA 95352-1352   

   Email:      gsscfounded1968@gmail.com   

    

   

Telephone: 209-523-0593 (Maybelle Allen)   

GSSC web page:   http://stanislausgenealogy.org/   

   

   

The newsletter is posted at this website, along with other interesting society-

related items.   

General meeting:   

   

7:00 p.m. on the 3rd Thursday of each month, except July and December at the 

Trinity Presbyterian Church at 1600 Carver Rd., Modesto, CA.   

Board meeting:   7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month Ridgeway's Restaurant, 2401 E 

Orangeburg Ave, Modesto, CA  

http://www.stanislausgenealogy.org/
http://stanislausgenealogy.org/
http://stanislausgenealogy.org/
http://stanislausgenealogy.org/
http://stanislausgenealogy.org/
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